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INDIAN HILLS COMMUNITY CHURCH February 11, 2018

Welcome, and thank you for 
joining us for the worship and ado-
ration of our Lord, Christ Jesus.

May we bow our hearts as we 
focus on the Scriptures and learn 
what He would have us know, and 
then put those truths into practice 
in our lives.

Practice Love
Surely, all of us are aware 

that Wednesday, February 14 is 
Valentine’s Day, a day in which 
loved ones exchange cards, candy, 
flowers, and gifts.

The history of how this day 
became associated with romance 
is shrouded in mystery, although 
there are several legends, which 
contain vestiges of both Catholic 
and ancient Roman tradition.

However, the One who is love 
has already written everything we 
need to know about love in His 
Word. As His beloved children, it 
should be our goal to love others 
as Christ has loved us—and that 
takes commitment. To love others 
also takes much practice.

May we determine to practice 
acts of love to those God puts in 
our path each day, whether that 
should be our parents, siblings, 

spouse, children, co-workers, 
neighbors, friends, or the clerk 
at the grocery store. God will be 
glorified through our obedience to 
love one another.

What Are We Seeking?
Anyone who has ever read 

a history book knows that every 
kingdom on earth has either failed, 
or is on its way to failure.

Many kingdoms have fallen in 
our lifetime: communist regimes 
in Eastern Europe and dictator-
ships in the Muslim world more 
recently. Even the greatest of king-
doms: Babylon, Greece, and Rome 
have fallen.

Eventually America will pass 
away, whether it’s when Jesus re-
turns or before, but like all earthly 
kingdoms, America is temporary. 
Only God’s Kingdom will be eternal.

That is why Jesus tells us to 
“Seek first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness” (Matt. 6:33).

Only true believers in Jesus 
Christ are citizens of God’s future 
eternal Kingdom. Brethren, may 
we live in light of our heavenly 
citizenship and seek His righteous-
ness. God’s kingdom is the only 
one that will never end.
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Prepare Your Mind. Be Sober.
Christ Is Coming
Duane Nelsen

As believers in Jesus Christ 
we have received a great salvation.  
The greatness of this salvation is 
set forth in part in 1 Peter 1 and 
includes being chosen, being born 
again, receiving a new hope and an 
eternal inheritance, being pro-
tected by God, and receiving the 
salvation of our souls. 

With the greatness of our 
salvation we can sometimes think 
that the Christian life should be 
easy and painless. The life of the 
Christian is full of blessings and 
everything we need to live a life 
pleasing to the Savior is provided 
for, but there are also many chal-
lenges. “Your adversary, the devil, 
prowls around like a roaring lion, 
seeking someone to devour” (1 
Peter 5:8). The world is constantly 
pushing in on us and is trying to 
squeeze us into its way of think-
ing (Romans 12:1-2). We still have 
desires of the flesh warring against 
the desires of the Spirit (Galatians 
5:16-26).  

One thing we must do to over-
come these adversaries is “fix your 
hope completely on the grace to 
be brought to you at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:13b).    
Our hope, our confident expecta-
tion, our focus must be fixed on 
the future and the realization of 

the grace that will be given to us 
when Christ Jesus returns. Fixing 
our eyes on this is not easy though.  
The world, the flesh, and the devil 
all work to focus our attention on 
the here and now. And let’s face 
it, it is easier to focus on what we 
can see with our physical eyes than 
what God has promised us in his 
Word. 1 Peter 1:13 instructs us that 
in order to be placing our hope 
completely in God’s promises for 
our future we need to be engaging 
and disciplining our minds. Peter 
says we must “prepare our minds 
for action,” this could literally be 
translated “gird up the loins of the 
mind.” The picture is of tying up 
the loose ends of a tunic in prepa-
ration for strenuous labor.

The work that we are to en-
gage in here is not physical labor 
but the working of the mind. This 
means submitting our minds to, 
delighting in, and meditating upon 
the Word of God and not looking 
to the world for counsel (Ps. 1:1-2). 

To have our hope fixed on 
the future as we should, we must 
also be spiritually sober and alert, 
not having our spiritual senses 
impaired or dulled by sin. “Keep 
sober in spirit” 1 Peter 1:13 says. 
We must be clear-headed and not 
intoxicated with the sinful lusts 
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and passing pleasures of this life 
in order to have our eyes of faith 
locked onto God and His promises.

We have a great and gracious 
God who has given us a great 
salvation with the best yet to come.  
Because of the many distractions 
and spiritual dangers, let us gird 
up our minds and labor to know 
God and focus on His promises in 
His word, let us avoid the intoxica-
tions of sin and the world, and let 
us set our spiritual eyes firmly on 
Jesus Christ and the fullness of the 
grace we shall experience when He 
returns.

As we are instructed in He-
brews 12:1, “Let us also lay aside 
every encumbrance and the sin 

Duane and his wife, Laura, have 
been married nine years and they 
are the parents of three children.

which so easily entangles us, and 
let us run with endurance the race 
that is set before us.” Maranatha!

Church Snow Plow Safety
Please don’t drive behind, around, or in front of the 
snow plow.
The snow plow driver may not see you.

Please don’t drive in areas that have not been plowed.
Packed snow turns into ice.

Please don’t park in areas that have not been plowed.
Please do park in areas that have been plowed.

Please don’t leave your car in the lot overnight.
Call 402-483-4541 if you must leave your car overnight. We will tell you 
where to park.

Please don’t call Kevin Wheat when he’s plowing.
Distractions make plowing more difficult and dangerous.
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How Would You Describe Love?
Valentine’s Day is the day we 

give friends and loved ones a card. 
Special friends may receive choco-
lates or a gift.

This year, while everyone is 
focused on valentines, consider 
giving a gospel tract with some 
home-made cookies, or a small box 
of chocolates. Even a small candy 
bar would add a little sweetness.

God’s love for us was proven at 
Calvary and it has echoed through 
the ages, calling sinners to repent 
and believe. The gospel reaches us 
wherever we are and cuts through 
false beliefs and a life-time of bag-
gage. It is impossible to resist and 
brings incomparable peace.

Oh how we long for our loved 
ones and acquaintances to be 
brought into God’s fold. 

We have a gospel tract for Val-
entine’s Day that shows that God 
has given the greatest demonstra-
tion of love the world could ever 
witness—the cross of Christ. 

Pick up as many of these tracts 
as you need and give them away 
with love, a prayer, and a little 
chocolate. The tracts are available 
at the main entrances.

The tract was written by Adam 
and Elizabeth Flaugh and designed 
by John Scholle.

“Owe nothing to anyone ex-
cept to love one another; for 
he who loves his neighbor has 
fulfilled the law” (Romans 13:8).
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Randall Price is the featured 
speaker at the 2018 Men’s Seminar

Randall Price to Speak at 
Men’s Seminar Feb. 16 & 17

Men’s 
Seminar

February 16 & 17
Speaker: Randall Price

The Stones Cry Out: 
Archaeology and the Bible

Stop by the table in the 
south lobby and register 

today. 

Some articles in the media 
have questioned the 
appearance of camels in 
the Bible? How do you 
answer them?

Randall Price: The issue 
relates to the appearance of camels 
in the Bible during the Patriarchal 
period, around 2000 BC (compare 
Gen. 24:64; 37:25).

Critics often state that the 
camel was not domesticated for 
another 500-1000 years, and 
therefore this is an anachronism (a 
statement misplaced in time) indi-
cating that the account was written 
much later in time when camels 
were domesticated.

While the evidence may sup-
port a lack of domestication for the 
dromedary (single-hump camel), 
this does not hold for the Bactrian 
(two-hump) camel, which archaeo-
logical evidence demonstrates had 
a much earlier domestication.

Old Babylonian animal lexical 
lists, finds of clay camels attached 
to miniature clay carts in Southern 
Turkmenistan reveal that the Bac-
trian camel was already employed 
in the area by 3000 BC.

Closer to the Patriarchal pe-
riod (18th century BC), a cylinder 
seal from Syria depicts two figures 
riding astride a Bactrian camel. 
Given this evidence from archaeol-
ogy, there is no reason to suggest 
that the biblical account is in error.
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Children’ Sunday School
Visit the Sunday school 
coordinator’s desk for 
class locations.

Junior High (Grades 6-8)
Studying Acts
Team Taught
Cornerstone House

Senior High (Grades 9-12)
Studying Colossians
Jeff Harford Teaching
Room 1430

Alpha Omega (18–25) 
Studying 1 Corinthians
Duane Nelsen Teaching
Room 2311

EDGE
Studying Philippians
Jimmy Pelton Teaching
Rooms 2211

Common Bonds
Studying Acts
Jim Mooberry Teaching
Room 1404

Bible Fellowship Hour
HIS
Studying Deuteronomy
Scott Bailey Teaching
Room 1423

LOGOS
Studying Second Samuel
Greg Thomas Teaching
Room 1422
 
1800 Fellowship
Studying Luke
Bill Cooley Teaching
Room 1100 (Chapel)

One Heart
Studying Matthew
Dick Bergt Teaching
Room 1112

LIFE
Studying Philippians
Jim Pelton Teaching
Room 1419

The Father Knows Best
Studying “Taking the Mys-
tery Out of Revelation”
Don Goertzen Teaching
Room 1414

Standing Firm
Studying Mark
Ed Daly Teaching
Room 1417

Classes begin at 8:45 
a.m. but everyone is 
welcome to come at 
8:30 a.m. for a cup of 
coffee and fellowship.

For more information 
about any of these 
classes, contact Duane 
Nelsen at 402-483-
4541, visit the class, or 
stop by the informa-
tion center in the south 
lobby.

Information Center
We would love to meet 
you! Please stop by and 
pick up your visitor/
newcomer gift bag. 
We’re located across 
from Sound Words.

“The end of all things is near; therefore, be 

of sound judgment and sober spirit for the 

purpose of prayer” (1 Peter 4:7).
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Ladies Retreat
True Wisdom Found: The joyful 

mindset of fearing God

Friday & Saturday 

February 23 & 24
Lied Lodge in Nebraska City

January 2018 Report
Print Media Distributed: 

98 booklets

Audio Media Outreach
Sermon Audio: 

978 downloads & streams

The second grade Girls of Grace 
love their new aprons. Back row: 
Lucie Lenzen, Madi Reinhard, 
Dalia Boshara, Laura Sneddeker. 
Front row: Kayci Sorenson, Lea 
Sneddeker, Addison Hertzler 
(Mercy Ukec and Lele Liu are 
missing). Aprons were made by 
Caralynn Cornell, Karen Elston, 
Laurie Cornelius, Sherry Mach-
acek, and Vickie Dipple

Jonathan Edwards
Beginning	October	11		

All	are	Welcome
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Family News
Birth. Lucas and Alicia Arndt 
are the parents of a girl, Meredith 
Wren, born February 1, 2018.

Children’s Studies
Children’s Sunday School. The 
children studied Ephesians 1:15–23 
and learned about Paul’s prayer for 
understanding.
Children’s Church. The children 
studied Exodus 25–31 and learned 
about God ordaining the tabernacle. 
The lesson goal is to thank God for 
making a way to dwell with Him.

Information
2017 Giving Receipts. Your 2017 
donation receipt should have ar-
rived by February 1. Please notify 
the church of any discrepancies 
or if you did not receive a giv-
ing receipt. To claim a charitable 
cash donation, the IRS requires 
that it be substantiated by either a 
cancelled check, or by a written re-
ceipt from the church. For donors 
who give $250 or more, a written 
acknowledgement from the church 
is required.
Cubbies, SPARKS & T&T are 
having a contest on Wednesday, 
Feb. 14 to see who can wear an 
outfit with the most hearts. Candy 
prizes will be awarded.
New Baby & Family Room. If 
you have a new baby and you’d 
like to keep your little one with 

you during the worship hour, we 
now have a special place for you. 
Families can worship the Lord 
together in the high school room. 
The sermon is streamed so you can 
follow along in your Bible with the 
rest of the congregation.
Clothing Outlet will be open 
Tuesday, February 13 from 8:00 
a.m.–6:30 p.m. Donated clothes 
may be dropped off any time the 
church is open. Please place cloth-
ing inside the box in the Clothing 
Outlet closet (NE corner, by big 
canopy). Donated clothes should be 
in bags or boxes. Please put chil-
dren’s clothes in a separate bag or 
box. Clothes should be clean and 
in good condition. Questions? Call 
Brenda Turner at 402-486-1898.
Cookie Dough. Girls of Grace is 
selling Eileen’s cookie dough. Stop 
by the table in the south lobby to 
order your favorite cookie dough. 
Orders will be accepted through 
February 25. Pick up will be 
Wednesday, March 14 in the new 
Event Kitchen.
Church Calendar. As you make 
plans for the end of the school year 
and summer, be sure to check the 
church calendar at www.ihcc.org. 
This will help you avoid schedule 
conflicts and insure that your event 
isn’t scheduled on the same day as 
another ministry’s big event.
Forgotten Clothes. If you acci-
dently drove off and left a bag of 
clothes in the east parking lot, we 
saved them for you. They are in 
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Last Week’s Message
Feb. 4. AM. Gil Rugh. GR 2030. 
God’s Sovereignty Seen into the 
Future. Revelation 13:8-9
Feb. 4 PM. Gil Rugh. GR 2110.
Character Produced by the Spirit, 
Part 2. Galatians 5:22-26

the Clothing Outlet. Call Brenda 
Turner at 402-486-1898, and we’ll 
get them back to you.
Vacation Bible School 2018 will 
be held June 25–29. Mark your 
calendars and invite your cousins, 
friends, and neighbors.
Girls of Grace camp will be held 
May 25–28. 
Awana Cubbies needs one helper 
to work with children 3–5 years old.
Awana needs 40 margarine type 
bowls with lids for a craft in Cub-
bies. We need them by March 1. 
They can be dropped off at the 
second-floor coordinator desk.
Choir meets on Wednesday at 7:00 
p.m. in the choir room. We would 
like to have more singers join us. 
We rehearse every Wednesday and 
sing every other Sunday through 
Easter, April 1.
Girls’ Choir meets on Wednesday 
at 5:00 p.m. and is open to all girls 
in grades 4-12.
Pickleball meets on Monday from 
6:45–9:00 p.m. in the Family Cen-
ter. Everyone is welcome. For more 
information, call Vince Ganshorn 
at 402-440-9640.
The Great Awakenings of the 
Americas meets on Wednesday 
from 7:00–8:00 p.m. in room 1414. 
Donald Goertzen is the teacher. 
Everyone high school age and 
older is welcome. Cookies and cof-
fee top off the evening.

Where did we get the New Tes-
tament? How did the Christian 
community know which books to 
include and which ones to discard?  
How do we know we have accurate 
copies of the originals? Join us 
Wednesday night at 7:00. Everyone 
is welcome and cookies and coffee 
top off the evening.
Titus Tuesday. Join us Tuesday, 
February 13 at 9 a.m. in the Bible 
Learning Center for a time of 
encouragement with other like-
minded ladies. Janice Horn will 
be teaching A Passion for People.
Discussion Group follows. Child 
care is provided.
Hospitality Ministry needs one 
door greeter to welcome people 
at the southwest doors on Sunday 
mornings from 8:30–9:00 a.m. 
Each greeter is on rotation of one 
month per quarter and would serve 
four months out of the year. Please 
let Brian Willet (brian.willet@out-
look.com) know if you’re interested.
Cleaners Needed. If you’d like 
to vacuum a section of the church 
once every five weeks, contact 
Tami Coffin, 402-366-3490.
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This Week’s Events
Sunday 

Sunday Night Church 6:00 p.m. 
Boys of Faith 6:00 p.m.
Girls of Grace 6:00 p.m.
Sonshine Kids 6:30 p.m. 

 
Monday 

Sisters 7:00 p.m.
Pickleball 6:45–9:00 p.m.

Tuesday 
Clothing Outlet 8:00 a.m.–6:30 p.m.

Titus Tuesday 9:00 a.m. 

Wednesday
Girls’ Choir 5:00 p.m.

Praise Team, Band 6:00 p.m.
Orchestra 6:00 p.m.

Awana 6:45 p.m.
Choir 7:00 p.m.

Junior High Study 7:00 p.m.
Issues . . . World 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday Night Study 7:00 p.m.

Thursday
Alpha Omega Study 7:00 p.m.

Friday 
Men’s Seminar

Saturday 
Men’s Seminar

Future Events
February 18 

Randall Price Speaking 
Combined Sunday School 
& Morning Worship Hour

February 23, 24 
Ladies Retreat

March 3 
Pinewood Derby

March 30 
Good Friday Service 

Communion

April 1 
Resurrection Sunday

April 7 
Dodgeball Tourney 
9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.

April 8 
Dessert Social

April 10 
Intermission 6:15 p.m.

April 22 
Girls’ Choir Concert 2:00 p.m.

April 27–29 
Boys of Faith Spring Campout

May  13 
Mother’s Day 

Boys of Faith Last Night Cookout

May  25–28 
Girls of Grace Camp

June 17 
Father’s Day

June 25–29 
Vacation Bible School
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